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Grand Knight’s 

Message 

 

 
 Joel Lanoux 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

 

Neither rain, nor sleet, nor snow could keep the faithful brother 

knights of Council 8954 from preparing and serving a delicious 

spaghetti dinner!  What a wonderful effort by so many brothers 

under such adverse conditions.  The weather was awful and there 

was even consideration earlier in the day of canceling the event; 

however, the turn out of the brothers that afternoon and evening is 

a testament to the “can do” attitude of Council 8954.  I offer a 

large THANK YOU to James Aston who chaired this event and to 

every brother who worked in the kitchen, and in all other phases 

of the event.  Well done! 

Under the direction of Brother Isaac Sandoval we continue to 

recruit new members.  On January 10th three candidates received 

their First Degree which means we have now inducted 12 new 

members for this fraternal year and we have met our recruitment 

goal for the year.  This does not mean, however, that we can relax 

our recruitment efforts.  At this time, we are developing three 

more candidates for presentation to the membership.  Where we 

are falling short again this year is in insurance membership.  I am 

asking each brother to speak to the new brothers and let them 

know the benefits of insurance with the Knights of Columbus.  

Please encourage them to participate in the insurance program for 

the benefit of their families as Father McGivney envisioned. 

Are you a member of the Father Michael J. McGivney Guild?  If 

not, shame on you!  Every brother should be a member of the 

Guild which promotes the canonization of our founder.  One of 

the goals of the Guild is to further the awareness of the spirit of 

Father McGivney outside the circle of the Knights of Columbus.    

We, as his knights, have an obligation to share the examples and 

inspiration of Fr. McGivney with our seminarians, priests, 

relatives and friends.  We need to spread the word of Fr. 

McGivney’s reverence for human life and the sacredness of the 

Christian family.   

Both beatification and canonization require miracles.  The Guild 

exists to receive reports of such events and to carefully investigate 

them. The Guild has already documented one reported miracle and 

submitted it to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints for 

consideration. The Holy See is considering the material presented 

which could lead to the beatification of Fr. McGivney.  If this 

occurs, Fr. McGivney would then have earned the title of  

“Blessed”. 

As I have told you before, there are no fees to join the Father 

Michael J. McGivney Guild and there are no meetings to attend. 

It is so easy to join! Each month you can find a membership 

application in your Columbia magazine.  Also remember, 

membership in the Guild is open to your spouse, family members 

and friends.  Let us all do our part so that one day we may speak 

of our founder as “Saint Michael J. McGivney”.   

If you have not paid your dues, you are now delinquent.  Please 

make every effort to get your dues in quickly and make the job of 

our Retention Committee easier.  If you have not paid, you will be 

contacted. 

I find it hard to believe that only a few short weeks ago we were 

joyously celebrating Christmas and now in only a few more days 

we will enter the somber, reflective season of Lent. I read in the 

February issue of Magnificat that Lent is “our yearly hospital”.  I 

had never thought of it this way, but it makes sense.  In Lent, we 

take our soul to the spiritual hospital for its annual check up.  We 

fast, abstain, make sacrifices, and seek reconciliation to once 

again make our souls ready for the glory of the resurrection on 

Easter Sunday.    

We have a unique situation on our next monthly meeting.  The 

first Thursday of the month is February 1st; therefore, the 

officers’ meeting will be on January 31st.  Each meeting will be 

in the Upper Room at 7:00 pm.  Please make every effort to 

attend.  We have important business to discuss including changes 

concerning Casino Night.  Other major events for the month which 

need our attention include the Vocations Breakfast and Blood 

Drive on February 25th. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Joel J. Lanoux, Grand Knight 

 

 
From the 

Financial 

Secretary 

  
     Lairy Johnson 

DUES 

The annual dues are due. As mid January we had about 80 

members who had not paid. The second notice is in the mail to 

them. My goal is to have all dues collected and processed by the 

1st of February. If you are reading this and have not paid please 

do it. A retention committee has been formed and they will call on 

anyone not paid. If you are having difficulty paying your dues 

please contact the Grand Knight or me right away. Otherwise 

write that check payable the Knights of Columbus council 8954 

 



and get it to the financial secretary. Dues are the lifeblood of the 

organization. Besides paying for the per capita tax by the state and 

national council they also pay for the state charity assessment. The 

dues represent a continuing commitment of members to the order. 

You can not be a member in good standing unless your dues are 

paid. Upon full payment of dues you will be issued your 2007 

current membership card. Without this card you are restricted 

from council activities and meetings where it is required, and you 

cannot transfer to another council. So please pay soon. Your 

prompt attention will be appreciated. Dues were due on January 

1st. 

Lairy 

 

LOST and FOUND 

I have had returned dues notices or newsletters for the following 

brothers with no forwarding address: 

Hector Ramirez 

Daniel Ybarra 

If any knows these fellows please have them contact me to update 

their current address and other contact info. Any help finding them 

will be appreciated. 

Lairy 

 

 
Community Activities 

 

 
 

 

Basketball Free Throw Competition 

The Knights of Columbus 2007 Free Throw Competition was held 

on Saturday, Jan. 27th at the St. Joseph Gym.  All boys and girls 

ages 10-14 were invited to compete.  Winners of our competition 

will compete against other council winners at the District 

Competition to be held at St. Joseph on February 17th.  If you are 

free Saturday morning on Feb. 17th and which to help work the 

competition, please call Isaac Sandoval at 972-495-8930. 

 

Veterans Activity 

The Knights of our council and Mother Teresa Assembly visited 

the VA hospital in December. In addition to the usual good time 

we brought 100 gift bags prepared by the St Joseph Circle of 

friends and about 70 lap blankets. The St Joseph Women’s Guild 

donated some real ham and we had nice ham sandwiches. We sang 

Christmas songs with the patients and they really enjoyed that. It is 

nice that other organizations are now helping out. The 

contributions of time and supplies made for a really special 

Christmas for the veterans. They really appreciate the attention the 

fellowship we bring to them. I think this project is good. Year 

2007 should be another good year for us and hopefully our 

patients. 

The January visit to the Veterans hospital was abruptly cancelled 

this month due to a contagious virus affecting patients. The 

hospital cancelled recreational activities of outside groups to 

prevent further spread of the virus. Now is a good time to review 

the VA training handout. The purpose of the training is to provide 

an awareness of the need to protect both volunteer and patient. In 

the event any member is ill with flu or colds you should not 

prepare any food or go to the hospital in order to protect the 

patients. Likewise in this case as soon as the contagion was known 

we were alerted and able to avoid this illness. Thanks to all of you 

on the team for your understanding and continue to pray for those 

veterans and the service men and women serving our country. 

Lairy 

 

 
Council Activities 

 

 

All 1
st
 Degree Knights – Major Degree, March 25th 

To fully understand and remember what Fr. Michael J. McGivney 

set out to accomplish when he founded the Knights of Columbus 

in 1882, a Knight must progress through the first three levels of 

Knighthood.  At the 1st Degree Ceremony, you learned and have 

put into practice the 1st Principle of the order, Charity.  Quietly 

and without fanfare, you have put into practice the other two 

principles, Unity, and Fraternity, respectfully.  To engrave in your 

heart the principles of Unity, Fraternity as laid out by Fr. 

McGivney, all Council 8954 1st Degree Knights are invited to 

attend the Major Degree Ceremony to be held on Sunday, March 

25th at St. Joseph.  Having successfully gone through the 2nd and 

3rd Degree Ceremonies that day, you will truly have learned the 

principles of Unity and Fraternity.  Candidates and members must 

have a current travel (membership) card to be allowed into the 

ceremony.  Current 3rd Degree brothers are encouraged to attend 

to show their support for our soon to be 3rd Degree brothers.  

Dress is business casual.  The schedule that day is as follows:  

7:00 am: candidates and sponsors meet in Dining Hall to begin the 

registration process. 

7:30 am: candidates and sponsors process into Main Sanctuary for 

Mass. 

*8:30 am: registration continues after mass; continental breakfast 

available for all attending. 

*9:30 am: start of 2nd Degree Ceremony 

*10:30 am: start of 3rd Degree Ceremony 

*12:30 pm: Lunch; free for new 3rd Degree Knights, $5 for all 

other members. 

* - approximate times are dependent on length of mass and the 

number of candidates (which determines the time registration time 

and length of ceremonies). 

If you are a candidate, and plan to attend, or have questions, 

contact G.K. Joel Lanoux (972-705-9867) or Isaac Sandoval (972-

496-8930). 

 

Vocation Breakfast 



Brothers, Sunday, February 25th is our semi-annual Vocation 

Breakfast, which supports your seminarians.  Tickets will be sold 

on the weekends of the 10th / 11th  and 17th / 18th after all masses.  

If you can help cook, clean, serve, sell or support this event, 

please sign up at our Feb. meeting or contact DGK Derek Storey.  

dtstorey@garlandisd.net     972-487-7099 / 214-693-3643 

 

Prayer Requests  

Sick and in distress: 

Father Gus Melito, Michael Morawey, Ann Cusso, Randy & Dee 

Bodin, Bobby Williams, Mary Maltese, Joe Shopka Family, Jim 

Massey, John Kolich, Ruth Hernandez, Ken & June Ducote, Jo 

Ann Bucksath, Nancy Kozera, Mark Clarke, Anthony Laurea, Ed 

Mrazik, Rod Imming, Bob Montgomery, Jane Montgomery, 

Norma Murdoch 

Military Service Personnel: 

Sgt, Aaron Jordan, Sgt. Terry Richardson Jr., LTC. Ed Higgins 

MD, Captain Jason Karo MD, Lt. Micah Steinpfad, Major (and 

Brother Knight) Damien Barthalomew, Major Thomas David 

Patton Jr. 

 

Council Calendar 

Feb-07   

Jan. 31st 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

Feb. 1st 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

3rd 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

4th All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

7th 7:30 PM First Degree 

10th 4th Degree Sweetheart Dance 

17th 8 AM - 12 Noon District Free Throw Comp. 

 6:00 PM Parish Bingo Night 

25th 8:00 AM Vocations Breakfast 

  Blood Drive 

Mar-07   

Feb 28th 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

Mar. 1st 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

3rd 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

3rd/4th  Blitz 

4th All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

8th 7:30 PM First Degree 

10th  Open House 

11th 8:45 AM Corporate Communion 

19th  St. Joseph Celebration 

21st 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

22nd 7:00 PM Bingo with Women's Guild 

23rd 6:00 PM Lenten Fish Fry 

25th 7:00 AM Major Degree 

 

Mother Teresa Assembly/Christopher Columbus Assembly 

Sweetheart Valentine Dance is scheduled for February 10.    

Please contact Stewart Hempel or Hank Horton for tickets or 

info.  

 
Church Activities 

 

 
 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 2007 

 

Thanks to all the Brother Knights who helped with the Spaghetti 

Dinner on Saturday, January 13. If you remember weather that day 

did not look very good and anxiety was heightened about the 

outcome of the dinner. In the end the weather cooperated and 

everything went on as planned. Ticket sales at the door were fairly 

brisk resulting in a good turnout and slightly more in ticket sales 

than last year. Approximately 200 meals were served including the 

Youth and Squire workers. Special thanks to Brother Knights Bob 

Williams for co-chairing the event and handling the dining room 

and overseeing the servers and Brian Roeten for sharing the 

cooking duties. 

James Aston     

 

ROSARY NOVENA FOR PRIESTS 

For nine consecutive Saturdays, beginning Feb. 3 and ending 

March 31, 2007, you are invited to join members of the Vocations 

Awareness Committee in reciting the rosary for all our priests. 

This will take place in the Eucharistic Chapel immediately 

following the 9 A.M. Mass. 

Bill McKinney, Vocations Director 

 

KoC Long Term Care Insurance 

 

Since its addition to the Order’s product portfolio in 2000, long-

term care insurance has provided us with an excellent opportunity 

to further serve Knights and their families.  And for our long-term 

care clients in the United States, a K of C Care policy brings 

added value. 

 

That added value is in the form of a service called “Provider 

Pathway,” a program offering access to a network of long-term 

care providers at discounted rates.  The network covers: home 

health care, personal emergency response systems, adult day care, 

assisted living, skilled nursing facilities and durable medical 

equipment. 

 

Eligibility for participation in this program is open to Knights of 

Columbus Long Term Care Insurance policyholders, their 

spouses, dependent children, parents and parents-in-law.  All 

providers are fully credentialed and meet state licensing 

requirements. 

 

If you are not currently an LTC policyholder and you would like 

more information on how you can avail yourself of this benefit, 

give me a call. 

 

John R Shuman 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

COUNCIL # 8954 
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        2006 – 2007 OFFICERS 
 
GRAND KNIGHT   JOEL LANOUX  972-705-9867 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT DEREK STOREY  972-487-7099 
CHAPLAIN    MSGR. DON FISCHER 972-231-2951 
CHANCELLOR   CONARD KESTER  972-276-3761 
RECORDER    MILTON CATALINA  972-907-2762 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY  LAIRY JOHNSON  972-234-8489 
TREASURER   LARRY BRUCE  972-530-4903 
ADVOCATE    JACK STUBBS  972-437-1152 
WARDEN    NICK MOWERY  469-366-6252 
LECTURER    DOUG MURDOCH  972-496-7030 
INSIDE GUARD   DOUG MURDOCH  972-496-7030 
OUTSIDE GUARD 1  JOE ACOSTA  972-516-2230 
OUTSIDE GUARD 2  MANUEL VILLELA  972-907-1506 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE   BOB PROCSAL  972-234-5254 
2 YEAR TRUSTEE   ISAAC SANDOVAL  972-495-8930 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE   BRIAN ROETEN  972-414-0507 
 
INSURANCE FIELD AGENT JOHN SHUMAN  469-742-8961 
     E-mail: John.Shuman@KOFC.ORG 

 

KNIGHT SUPPORT LINE  972-805-1921 


